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2020 – Connections & Exchanges - Initiatives – REVISED
Deadline: April 17, 2020

As the City of Edmonton works through the COVID-19 crisis, the impact on artistic practitioners is 

significant. The Edmonton Arts Council (EAC) is committed to advancing the work of artists, arts 

organizations and festivals. The EAC values the creative work that artists, arts organizations and 

festivals do for our City and considers it foundational to building a healthy and vibrant arts ecology and 

key to civic vitality.  

 

This program will keep artists working in partnership with arts and festival organizations by 

strengthening the artistic ties within the arts ecology. Arts and festival organizations may apply for 

the commissioning of new work, creative collaboration, substantive revisions of existing work and/or 

engaging curatorial services to further critical dialogue.  

A production and/or presentation is not required or encouraged, and initiatives must follow public 

health guidelines. 

 

The EAC is investing $470,000 of reserve funds with a simplified process to make timely investments.

Purpose

The 2020 Connections & Exchanges Initiatives will invest in work by existing Edmonton arts and festival organizations 
in artistic initiatives that they identify to: 
 • allow them to pay Edmonton artists for their work; and 
 • support them in furthering artistic and organizational goals. 

The initiatives proposed must be aligned with an Ambition and advance a relevant Aim and Action, as outlined in 
Connections & Exchanges. 

Eligible Applicants

Arts and Festival Organizations that currently receive EAC Operating Grants (2020 Transition Arts Operating, 
Transition Festival Operating, Arts & Festival Seed or Celebrations in 2019) in good standing are eligible to apply.  
 
Organizations that have not received Connections & Exchanges Initiative funds before will be prioritized.

In the spirit of reconciliation, and as recognized in Connections & Exchanges, Indigenous Peoples of this territory 
freely determine how to participate in Edmonton’s arts and heritage sectors. Therefore, we will work in conjunction 
with Indigenous advisors to facilitate eligible applications from established Indigenous organizations that may not 
have had a granting relationship with the EAC in the past.
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Prior Recipients 
Arts and Festival Organizations currently in receipt of Connections & Exchanges Initiatives funding who want to 
change their project or redirect funds to other artistic and organizational priorities should contact the EAC.

Eligible Initiatives
This funding supports initiatives that engage Edmonton artists directly in the creation, development and preparation 
of artistic work. 

Proposed work: 
 • must be based on the engagement of Edmonton artists paid to pursue creative work;  
 • should be relevant to the applicant organization’s own artistic goals, aspirations or strategic plans; 
 • must be able to be pursued under a variety of public health limitations around gatherings and travel; and 
 • should be relevant to the Aims and Actions outlined in Connections & Exchanges. 

Activity does not need to be new. This investment can respond to requests for enhancement, extension or 
amplification of existing artistic initiatives that are in line with the intent outlined.

Level of Support 

Grant funds may be used to support costs associated with payment of Edmonton Artists at a reasonable rate for an 
extended period of creative work. 

Applicants may also define and request up to 25% of the total grant for operational costs in support of the initiative. 

Organizations may request up to $20,000. There is the potential to support more than 20 initiatives.

Process 
In the interest of moving these funds into the community on a timely basis, we are simplifying the application, as-
sessment and approval process.

The EAC will support applicants on a case-by-case basis to overcome barriers in the preparation and submission of 
applications. 

Application Stage 

Applicants will submit information in response to questions on the online application portal: 
eacawards.fluidreview.com unless there is a barrier to access. 

The information required will include a summary of the current operating state of the organization, the nature of 
the proposed creative work and a list of the artists proposed to participate, including contact information. 

If more information is required, the EAC will make targeted requests for more detail from applicants.
 
Assessment 
Applications will be assessed by a combination of preliminary staff review, peer assessment and the oversight of 
the EAC Board through the Grants Review and Transitions Committee. The EAC reserves the option to approve or 
decline funding at any stage in the assessment process.

The assessment will be guided by the four principles that underpin the Connections & Exchanges plan: 
 • Inclusivity that reflects the diverse values of the communities in Edmonton; 
 • Leadership, excellence and innovation in the arts and heritage communities; 
 • A collective civic responsibility for arts and heritage; and 
 • Strengthened economic security for arts and heritage.

http://eacawards.fluidreview.com
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All applications will be assessed using the following criteria: 
 • The merits of the proposed creative direction of the work, including the potential pursuit of the    
  organization’s own mandates, strategies and goals; 
 • The skills, knowledge, ability and merits of the named Edmonton Artists who will be paid for their work.

Decisions 
Investment recommendations will be made based on the assessment process as outlined above. 

Connections & Exchanges guides the EAC’s commitment to Indigenous artists and artists from Equity-seeking groups. 
This commitment will inform the peer assessment and the EAC Board approval processes. 

The goal is to have decisions made on a timeline measured in weeks rather than months, so investments and work 
may proceed as soon as possible. We will keep applicants advised as the process proceeds.

Contact

If you have any questions regarding the content of the application or the process, please contact EAC Grants staff at 
grants@edmontonarts.ca or (780) 424-2787.

mailto:grants%40edmontonarts.ca?subject=
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