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grant guidelines
Prince of Wales Armouries, 2nd Floor,  

10440 108 Avenue, Edmonton, AB  T5H 3Z9

p. 780.424.2787   |    f. 780.425.7620  |    grants@edmontonarts.ca

Public art is free to view and accessible to all. Paintings in City Hall, sculptures in city parks, or light art on a recreation centre, are 

all examples of permanent public art in Edmonton. Public art can also be transitory, or temporary – examples include 

performance or time-based art, and can include installations of film, video, light or sound. Much of this art in the public realm has 

been commissioned through public or private funding programs.

Inspired by their own practice, a particular site, or current events, individual artists in Edmonton may envision public art projects 

that are not available within policy-driven commissioning programs.  The Artist Initiated Public Art Project grant selectively 

responds to highly developed concepts and circumstances that support those artists to envision and pursue art initiatives in 

the public realm through collaboration and relationships with businesses and organizations. 

Purpose

Artist Initiated Public Art Project grants are intended to encourage and support the activities of Edmonton artists for a 

specific time towards a specific partnership project to create art in the public realm.  Projects can be by individual artists or 

small collectives of artists, directed towards the creation, development and production of work that will be installed in 

Edmonton location(s) free and accessible to everyone.

Proposed projects must involve direct financial, in-kind support and collaboration of partners such as community 

organizations, businesses and/or landowners.

This is a pilot project. 

Funds are intended to support:

• Projects initiated by individual artists or small collectives of artists

•

•

•

Research, development, materials, production and installation costs directly related to the project•

Projects that are new activities

Collaborations between artists and private sector supporters, businesses, site owners and/or community organizations

Artist fees as directly related to the project

This program will generally not support projects where a developer has received city dispensations in exchange for 

artistic content commitments.  In those cases, the developer is responsible for covering the costs of those 

commitments. 

Funds are not intended to support:

• Major equipment or capital purchases

•

•

•

Maintenance and repair or other long term costs associated with the installation•

Costs already supported by the EAC or the City of Edmonton through other programs

Land acquisition, zoning, permits, or other similar costs that should be carried by the land owner or partner

Activities or creation undertaken prior to the application deadline

Artist Initiated Public Art 

Project Grant 
Application deadline: April 15 at 11:59pm Mountain Standard Time
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3. Have no overdue Edmonton Arts Council final reports

Projects must:

The EAC defines professional artist as someone who has completed training, an apprenticeship or a recognized body of work in an arts 

discipline, and meets the requirements of one or more of the following:

Level of support

Funds are limited, and grants are not guaranteed. Grants may be awarded up to a maximum of $25,000 toward the project.  

This level of support is not intended to finance the entire project.

Assessment

A jury appointed by the Edmonton Arts Council will evaluate all applications. Jury members will include artists 

knowledgeable of public art practice, and other individuals capable of assessing the merits, feasibility, and impact of the 

proposed projects.

In all cases the jury will endeavor to only support projects with the highest degree of artistic merit, community support, and 

advanced, realistic planning.

1.

Be intended for installation, presentation or other display in the accessible public realm2.

Be an active collaboration between artists and other partners such as landowners, businesses, and/or community organizations

3. Not be intended to be part of the City of Edmonton’s public art collection

• Is dedicated to the practice of the art, as evidenced by a significant investment of time and resources

• Receives payment for artistic work (i.e. artist fees)

• Has received public exposure, through professional showings, screenings, publication, or performances where selection was 

carried out by an objective group such as a jury or publisher

Evaluation Critera

In making grant recommendations, the jury will be guided by all the text in this document, and will in all cases consider the 

following:

• The applicant’s qualifications and past work demonstrating both a level of merit to warrant public funding

• The applicant’s capacity to achieve the artistic goals of the project

• The merit of the proposed project including the:

Originality of the work

Potential for the project to impact the development of the artist 

Potential for the project to contribute to an art form or an artistic process

• Sufficient planning demonstrated in the application indicating:

o

o

o

A realistic timeline, budget, and administrative considerations

The investment and commitment of private sector supporters, businesses, site owners and/or community 

organizations

The appropriateness of the location

The viability of the work relative to its scope and lifespan

Evidence that proposed site/land use, permits, etc are obtainable 

o

o

o

o

o

Eligibility
Applicants (and the members of collectives) must:

1. Be an adult professional artist who has lived in the City of Edmonton for at least 12 months at the time of application
2. Not be in arrears with the City of Edmonton as of the time of application

In no case will the committee recommend funding a work that is not suitable for installation in the public realm based on 

considerations such as accessibility, appropriateness, safety, longevity and maintenance.
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• Artist background CV  (2 pages per artist):  For each artist please provide a CV highlighting relevant career and training

details

• Images of past work:  Include up to 10 digital images of past work, relevant to the proposed project.  Standard digital

images are accepted in common, consumer formats.  Materials requiring software, plug-ins, or other translations will

not be viewed

• Image documentation list: Include a list numbered to correspond to the images provided.  State: title, date, location,

materials, size, commissioning agent if relevant, total cost, and a brief description

1. A completed application form, or the equivalent submitted through the EAC's online application process.

2. A project summary – A one-page written description of the proposed project including concept or vision, materials, location,
types of activities that are particular to the project, team make up and the grant amount requested.

3. An artist statement describing the artist’s practice, as it is relevant to this proposal. (one page)

4. Artist support material

5. Private Partner support material (no more than 5 pages) including:

• A summary of the partners’ work outside of this proposal

• The partner’s particular interest in this project proposal

Expression of intention for support of the proposed project, a signed letter detailing the partner’s support for the
project, (financial, material, space or land use, permits etc.) support, as well as the partner’s long term operating
commitment and maintenance for the artwork

Support letters 
If relevant, up to three letters of support (3 pages) may be added to show community engagement in the project.

6.

A full written project description including:7.

• A detailed description of the project including concept location, materials, size, and other information that will help

the jury understand what is being proposed

• The vision, and motivation and planning behind the project

• The locations, types of activities, and participants anticipated

Preliminary project details indicating the applicant’s awareness of technical requirements such as permissions,

permits, access or right of ways

The specific timeframe of the project

The expected outcomes

A clear request for support and description of how the requested grant will advance the project

•

•

•

The jury reserves the right to ask for additional materials and research for a given project, or to make grant recommendations 

contingent on other factors.

If no proposed project is deemed worthy of investment, none will be recommended.

Application process

Application materials and format

Applicants must submit complete applications before the deadline of 11:59pm Mountain Standard Time on April 15. 

Please prepare the following information as separate PDF documents to be submitted to the online system at: 

eacawards.fluidreview.com. 

Applicants are encouraged to submit realistic and detailed proposals that respond to the evaluation criteria. 

Applications that do not include the following will be considered incomplete and may not be assessed.  Information exceeding the 

page limits will be removed.

•

•
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9. Project budget - itemized to include researched costs related to the development and installation of the fully completed

project, including but not limited to artist fee, overhead, space, consultant fees, fabrication, transportation, permits,

insurances, installation costs, contingency.

Visual project description that adequately describes the proposed project including but not limited to:8.

• A “to-scale” location plan

• One or more concept drawings or a maquette of the proposed artwork

• A drawing(s) indicating how the project will look in-situ (eg. a perspective rendering)
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